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23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, 
they stripped him of his robe—the ornate 
robe he was wearing— 24 and they took him 
and threw him into the cistern. The cistern 
was empty; there was no water in it.
25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they 
looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead. 
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Their camels were loaded with spices, balm 
and myrrh, and they were on their way to 
take them down to Egypt.
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we 
gain if we kill our brother and cover up his 
blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the 
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; 
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh 
and blood.” His brothers agreed.

28 So when the Midianite merchants came 
by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of 
the cistern and sold him for twenty 
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who 
took him to Egypt.

Genesis 37.23-28 NIV
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31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered 
a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 
32 They took the ornate robe back to their 
father and said, “We found this. Examine it 
to see whether it is your son’s robe.”
33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s 
robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured 
him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

Genesis 37.31-33

21 They said to one another, “Surely we 
are being punished because of our 
brother. We saw how distressed he was 
when he pleaded with us for his life, but 
we would not listen; that’s why this 
distress has come on us.”

Genesis 42.21
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Joseph’s Pit…

• Put there by the harsh actions of others
• He could not escape his pit on his own
• The pit shattered his dreams and reality
• His emotions were raw and real
• Getting out of the pit didn’t mean his 

problems were over

2 The LORD was with Joseph so that he 
prospered, and he lived in the house of his 
Egyptian master.

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21 the LORD was with him; he showed him 
kindness and granted him favor in the eyes 
of the prison warden.

Genesis 39.2,21
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5 And now, do not be distressed and do 
not be angry with yourselves for selling 
me here, because it was to save lives 
that God sent me ahead of you.

Genesis 45.5

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since 
we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new 
and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we 
have a great priest over the house of God, 
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22 let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. 
23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 10.19-23


